
By Carla Gutierrez  
 With the rise of social media has come the rise of different clothing styles, 
with TikTok being the driving force behind new styles. The “visco girl” of a few 
years ago faded into the more recent “cottagecore” strawberry dresses, which have 
given away to the Y2K fashion now being seen at stores like Shein and Forever 21. 
In the comfort of one’s For You Page, students are free to    experiment and indulge 
in styles as they as they’d like. That, combined with the easy access of shopping for 
these styles, have changed the way our age    demographic views fashion.   
 Fashion critic Youtuber Tessa, creator of ModernGurlz, explained to Vox 
this month about how accessibility to clothing has changed with TikTok. “If you like 
somebody’s style on TikTok, you can look up ‘grunge fairycore’ or whatever on   
Pinterest and find everything you need. You can go into someone’s comment section 
on TikTok and ask them where they’d bought everything,” she elaborates. “Back in 
2006, you wouldn’t have been able to go on Instagram and find every single item 
tagged in someone’s outfit—you’d have to look through a magazine or go to Macy’s 
and try your best.” Big apparel companies have also caught onto following online fashion trends; entering any major outfitter will have you      
seeing the same kind of low-rise flares and midriff shirts that have been gathering millions of views under the hashtag #y2k.   
 Students in A.B. have not shied away from expressing themselves through clothing. Sophomore Trinity Moon Siqueiros would “consider 
[herself] a fashionable person, but only because [she] puts a lot of thought into [her] outfits.”  
 “I like to put together outfits that are eye catching and out of the norm, but also make me feel good,” she expressed. While she’s “not     
really one to stick to specific style,” she does get her main influences from “light academia, indie, and grunge.” “All very different, but I love the 
diversity of clothes and aesthetics,” Siqueiros admits.  

 Her main stores are Papaya, Cotton On, and Ross, and while she’s not proud of it, she 
“does buy a lot of [her] clothes from Forever 21.” She only goes shopping once every couple of 
months and buys her clothes in bulks. However, she does enjoy shopping online. “I like to shop 
on Etsy for more fun and cute accessories,” Siqueiros mentions.  
 “Middle school me was a fashion disaster,” Siqueiros confesses. “Being in quarantine 
really gave me the time to focus on myself and how I wanted to present myself to people.” She 
also benefitted from the trends circulating online. “Apps like Pinterest and TikTok introduced 
me to different forms of fashion, that would help me present the way I wanted to. I had the    
ability to completely change my closet to something that matched my personality a lot more,” 
she explains.   
 For people starting off in the world off fashion, Siqueiros offers this advice: “the first 
step to finding clothes that will look good is to figure out which parts of your body you want to 
highlight, or even hide.” She continues, “For instance, I really like my collar bones, so I search 
for tops that have a squared neckline or even off the shoulder tops. For “hiding,” I would suggest 
layering or even oversized clothes!”  
 She also advises “to experiment with different colors and styles because you never know 
what will make you feel good until you try.”   
 From personally knowing Siqueiros, I can attest that all of her outfits are stunning.        
Although, she does emphasize that “dressing up isn’t always for people, so you definitely don’t 
have to do it every day.” “However, I promise dressing up every once in a while is a true        
confidence booster,” she beams.  
 So—try it! Nothing can hurt from just stepping out of one’s comfort zone for a little 
while. It could help with your confidence, or maybe just make you more comfortable at the end 
of the day. With all the niche trends of the moment, there is something for everyone in the    
fashion scene.   

by Krystal Calderon   
 Everyone has their own sense of style, whether dressing to your own comfort or 
dressing to impress others. But the fashion industry has progressed to mass production and 
has clothing of increasingly poor quality, not to mention in some instances, disposable.  
 As clothing prices drop, it should come as no surprise that so too does the        
clothing’s quality.   
 The fashion industry must depend on trends and their consumers to bring in money   
     due to fast fashion. This effects the world because consumers lack to take care 

of their clothes and look for the next trend by simply throwing out their       
previous clothes for the new ones and dispose them faster.  
 Fast fashion is taking a toll on the world because many of the items 
are not being recycled or donated.  

 As the years go by, it is taking longer for clothes to decompose. It takes about 200 years to      
decompose, and the planet is being polluted by tons of clothing pieces and getting worse by time. “Fast 
fashion has many effects, but the major ones are human rights, water usage and microfibres” reported 
by pebblemag.com.   
 Human rights take a big part on fast fashion because of the bad work environment. Long      
working hours, low pay    below the living wage, and unsafe working conditions are only a few of the problems 
that garment factory workers encounter. Garment manufacturing waste is thrown directly into waterways. Every year, 22,000 tons 
of toxic waste from tanneries is dumped into Bangladesh's waters. The health of the wildlife and people who live along the banks is harmed by the 
contamination. It finally makes its way to the sea, where it further pollutes.  
 One ton of fabric can require up to 200 tons of fresh water to dye and finish.  
 Microfibres are microplastics that come away from synthetic fabrics like polyester and nylon every time you wash your clothes. Each wash 
sheds around 700,000 microfibres. These are consumed by aquatic organisms, which are eaten by fish, which are eaten by us!  
 These cheap clothes are one of the sources putting plastic into our food chain.  
 Paying attention to where you purchase is one of the best ways to ensure that your clothing choices are not causing potential harm to the 
environment. This will not only reduce your carbon footprint, but it will also benefit in the support of fair working standards for people all around 
the world.  
 Give your items a second chance when you have outgrown your favorite pair of jeans or transitioned seasons leaving you with more     
sweaters than you truly need.  
 There are various options to redistribute the clothes you no longer need without affecting the environment, from donation organizations and 
shelters to resale boutiques. Just make sure they are clean and in good working order before sending them off.  


